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INTRODUCTION:
Each week we’ve watched David deal with difficult people or
circumstances, and we’ve learned valuable lessons about dealing with life’s
hardships.
This week David faces a meanspirited wife who criticizes his worship.
We’re going to see today the beginning of David’s marriage and family
problems.
All David’s marriage problems are the result of poor choices he made in
this area. It’s a great reminder to us how important it is that we do marriage
God’s way.
Marriage was God’s idea, and it’s sacred. We used to call it, “Holy
matrimony.” Too often today even God’s people don’t treat it as sacred. As
David discovers, we trivialize marriage at our own expense. Determine you
won’t make David’s mistakes.
SCRIPTURE
SUMMARY OF 2 SAMUEL 2-4:
After the death of Saul and Jonathan, David is anointed king in Judah. But
for the next seven years he rules less than half of Israel. The nation
endures a civil war: Israel to the north is led by a son of Saul named
Ishbosheth; Judah to the south is led by David, God’s anointed. Chapters
2-4 cover this difficult period.
2 SAMUEL 5:
In chapter 5 we read of the end of the civil war. David is anointed king of all
Israel in a giant inaugural party. Over 340,000 soldiers are sent by the
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tribes to show their support to the new king. Not long after, they move the
capital to Jerusalem and a palace is built for David.
5:12 Then David knew that the LORD had established him as king
over Israel and had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people
Israel.
But then a tragic footnote:
[2Sa 5:13 NIV] 13 After he left Hebron, David took more concubines
and wives in Jerusalem, and more sons and daughters were born to
him.
“David was wrong to have more than one wife. His many wives went
against God’s command to kings (Deuteronomy 17:17) and against
God’s heart for marriage (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4-6).” – Pastor
David Guzik
How could “a man after God’s own heart” behave in this way? And why
was he not judged by God more strictly?
1) We find out later (ch. 6) that David didn’t know the law well.
2) His generation tolerated this kind of behavior. It was socially acceptable.
This may explain in part why God was patient. But it is still morally
unacceptable.
Every generation has blind spots and tolerates certain sins. What blind
spots does our culture have that will be judged by future generations?
To make matters worse, David remarries his first wife, Saul’s daughter
Michal. (Probably for political reasons.) It was a bad decision.
2 SAMUEL 6
David decides to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.
14 Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the LORD with
all his might, 15 while he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the
LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets. 16 As the ark of the
LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul
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watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and
dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart.
20 When David returned home to bless his household, Michal
daughter of Saul came out to meet him and said, "How the king of
Israel has distinguished himself today, going around half-naked in full
view of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!"
21 David said to Michal, "It was before the LORD, who chose me
rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed
me ruler over the LORD's people Israel--I will celebrate before the
LORD. 22 I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be
humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I
will be held in honor."
SIDE APPLICATIONS:
- Worship should be with all our might.
- Worship requires a willingness to be undignified.
- Worship should be from a heart of humility.
23 And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her
death.
APPLICATION:
God wants to observe in these chapters David’s success as king and his
failure as husband. This is only the beginning of David’s family problems…
(See the rest of 2 Samuel!)
All this heartache stems from David’s poor marriage choices. It’s a great
reminder: Do marriage God’s way.
(See the first half of 2 Samuel 6 for an illustration of how seriously God
takes holy things.)
Marriage is holy, sacred. If you trivialize it or play with it, you will suffer.
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David’s life teaches us: If you make bad decisions regarding sex and
marriage, God can still forgive you and even use you mightily. But you will
suffer consequences from not doing things God’s way.
Respect God’s rules. Do things God’s way.
God’s Word says…
- We are not to marry unbelievers. (2 Cor. 6:14, 1 Cor. 7:39)
- We are to stay married to one person of the opposite sex for life.
(Gen 2:24; Mat. 19:4-6)
- We are not to have sex outside of marriage. (Heb. 13:4)
God sets up those guardrails for at least 2 reasons:
1) Marriage is holy; it represents God’s love for us. (Eph. 5:22-33)
2) He loves you and wants you to protect you from negative consequences.
CONCLUSION:
Some positive examples…

[Rom 8:28 NIV] 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
Do you believe that?
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